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2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

n Thk renort is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/br drawings which have 
^XSSSlS^SS^^^ this report and/br sheets containing rectifteations made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY pttvir CMJIU1Q1 

EXAMINATION RE PORT International application No. I no U 1 

I. Basis of the report 

1 With reqard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which ha ^ e ^^!^l? 
' VhTrZtMng Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to , n ^ report as ongjnally Med 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contam amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)). 



Description, Pages 

1_15 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 3 as originally filed 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/17-17/17 as originally filed 

2 With reqard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to > this . Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise .nd.cated under this .tern. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is^ 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 and/br 55.3). 

3 With reqard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
bTnlX^^Simlnaiy examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
Q furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 



□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY ppt/ir n«4l Q1 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/IB 03/041 91 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments . had not been made, sinoe they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 

V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
" citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 
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2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY international application No. PCT/IB 03/041 91 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 

I. NOVELTY 

1 1 The subject-matter of claims 1 -1 3 is novel as none of the prior art documents cited 
in the Search Report or acknowledged in the description discloses all of the features of 
claims 1-13. 

II. INVENTIVE STEP 

2 1 The documents cited in the Search Report do not give any suggestion to the skilled 
person to modify a rotary distribution apparatus having an inner rotor with distribution 
channels and a fixed outer stator with conduits connecting the distribution ports with 
connection ports of a fixed "indexing member" disclosed in US 4 263 937 A in the 
manner specified in claim 1 . 

The features of claim 1 , that the inner distribution member is fixed and the outer 
distribution member is rotatable together (and connected by conduits (as the prior art)) 
with a rotatable indexing member cooperating with a fixed indexing member connected 
by conduits to process chambers, result from a step being non-obvious in view of the 
cited prior art. Thus the rotary distribution apparatus according to claim 1 involves an 
inventive step. Connecting supply and return lines to the inner distribution member and 
to the process chambers are done easily as these members are fixed. 

2.2 The dependent claims 2-13 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the 
requirements of the PCT with respect to inventive step. 

III. INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

The subject-matter of claims 1-13 can be manufactured in industry, and thus looked 
upon as being industrially applicable. 
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